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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PGOV, RP 

SUBJECT: MIXED SIGNALS REGARDING POSSIBLE APPOINTMENT OF 
MRS. MARCOS AS DEPUTY PM 

REF: MANILA 14980 

1 . SUMMARY: "TIMES JOURNAL" AUGUST 29 SUGGESTED FIVE 
POSSIBLE CANDIDATES FOR DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER POST IN 
ADDITION TO MRS. MARCOS. ARTICLE, HOWEVER. DEVOTED 
MAJORITY OF SPACE TO REPORTS FAVORING MRS. MARCOS' 

CANDIDACY. END SUMMARY. 

2. "TIMES JOURNAL," OWNED BY IMELDA MARCOS' BROTHER KOKOY, 
CONTINUED TO KEEP QUESTION OF DEPUTY PRIME MINISTERSHIP IN 
PUBLIC EYE WITH FRONT-PAGE ARTICLE SUGGESTING FIVE OTHER 
POSSIBLE CANDIDATES FOR DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER. ACCORDING 
TO "TIMES JOURNAL," NOW THAT MRS. MARCOS HAS SAID SHE IS 
NOT INTERESTED, "POLITICAL CIRCLES YESTERDAY BUZZED WITH 
REPORTS ABOUT FIVE ELDERLY MEMBERS OF THE BATASANG PAMBANSA 
BEING PROMINENTLY MENTIONED FOR THE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER'S 
POST." SUGGESTED WERE IBP MEMBERS EMILIO ABELLO, SR., 

NICANOR E. YNIGUEZ, JOSE P. BENGZON, HELENA Z. BENITEZ, 

AND FOREIGN MINISTER ROMULO. ARTICLE POINTED OUT THAT, 
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WITH EXCEPTION OF BENITEZ AND YNIGUEZ, LIST IGNORED 
EXPERIENCED POLITICIANS AMONG IBP MEMBERS AS POSSIBLE 
CANDIDATES. 

3. "TIMES JOURNAL" QUOTED REACTION OF ONLY ONE OF FIVE 
INDIVIDUALS MENTIONED, YNIGUEZ, WHO DISMISSED AS "PURE 
SPECULATION" THE INCLUSION OF HIS NAME AMONG POSSIBLE 
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CANDIDATES. HE CLAIMED MRS. MARCOS REMAINED "THE ONE AND 
ONLY CHOICE FOR DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER INSOFAR AS MY 
PROVINCE (SOUTHERN LEYTE) IS CONCERNED. THE PUBLIC CLAMOR 
FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF THE FIRST LADY IS GENUINE." 

4. IN SAME ARTICLE "TIMES JOURNAL" REPORTED A CALL BY 
SELF-PROCLAIMED MINDANAO LEADER OF THE MOVEMENT TO DRAFT 
MRS. MARCOS, ASSEMBLYMAN ALEJANDRO ALMENDRAS, FOR A KBL 
PARTY CAUCUS TO SETTLE THE QUESTION OF THE DEPUTY PRIME 
MINISTER. REFERRING TO PRESIDENT MARCOS' INSTRUCTIONS TO 
IBP MEMBERS TO TEST THE WATER IN THEIR CONSTITUENCIES 
REGARDING MRS. MARCOS' APPOINTMENT, ALMENDRAS COMMENTED, 
"TWO WEEKS AFTER ADJOURNMENT FOR A 30 DAY RECESS THE 
ASSEMBLYMEN MUST HAVE MADE THE NECESSARY CONSULTATIONS 
REGARDING THE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER." 

5. COMMENT: "TIMES JOURNAL" WAS THE ONLY PAPER TO CARRY 
REPORTS OF OTHER CANDIDATES FOR THE POST OF DEPUTY PRIME 
MINISTER. GREATEST PORTION OF THE ARTICLE, HOWEVER, WAS 
DEVOTED TO CALLS FOR MRS. MARCOS' CANDIDACY WITH THE OTHER 
FIVE POSSIBILITIES MENTIONED ONLY BRIEFLY. MURPHY 
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